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breaking out between these two great powers.
It was for this reason that Philip was for so long
half-hearted in his support of Mary Stuart.
Though as a Catholic he felt he should support
her against the heretic Elizabeth, yet as Mary
was the niece of the Guises and the ally of his
hated enemies the French, he did not in the least
wish to see her Queen of England.
So for a long period Philip found himself
obliged to tolerate and even to placate Elizabeth.
She, on her side, knew that in the end Philip
must be her enemy. She planned what we now
see was a very clever and successful course. Out-
wardly she kept up appearances. She kept Philip
on tenterhooks by pretending from time to time
that she intended to marry a French prince;
while she never lost a chance of weakening the
power of Spain through attacks^on Jaer shipping
and her trade. This proved^one of her best
weapons, and to understand how England finally
defeated the greatest power in the world we must
look at the question of sea-power.
The English up to now had not really been
very distinguished as sailors. The great voyages
of discovery had all been made by other nations,
chiefly of course, by Portugal and Spain. The
English efforts had been comparatively feeble and
unsuccessful. Henry VIII had taken an interest
in the navy, and he had begun to build ships and
had pointed the way to later triumph by in-
troducing new ideas. The Elizabethans won their
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